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SUBJECT : DEPCINCEUR VISIT TO BAHRAIN 

1 . IN MORNING STOP IN BAHRAIN JANUARY 20, GENERAL HUYSER 
MADE COURTESY CALL ON AMIR, ACCOMPANIED BY STAFF MEMBERS, 

CMEF AND AMBASSADOR. 

2. IN CHARACTERISTICALLY CORDIAL MEETING, AMIR MADE FAMILIAR 
POINTS: (1) IMPORTANCE BAHRAIN ATTACHES TO FRIENDLIEST 
RELATIONS WITH USG; (2) HIS CONCERN RE SOVIET INTENTIONS IN 
MIDDLE EAST AND PARTICULAR WORRY THAT DELAYS IN ACHIEVING 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE AND RELATED DETERIORATION OF POLITICAL 
SITUATION IN ARAB COUNTRIES SUCH AS LEBANON WILL GIVE SOVIETS 
ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO SUBVERT ARAB STATES; (3) BAHRAIN'S 
DESIRE FOR GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALL GULF STATES AND GRATIFICATION 
AT U.S. SUPPORT FOR SAUDI ARABIA AND IRAN IN INTEREST OF GULF 
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ARE OVER-ARMING, CREATING MILITARY FORCES IN EXCESS OF REAL 
NEEDS AND POSSIBLY DEVELOPING A THREAT TO, RATHER THAN A 
BUTTRESS OF, REGIONAL AND INTERNAL SECURITY. 

3. GENERAL HUYSER MADE MOST EFFECTIVE AND HELPFUL PRESENTATION 
ON U.S.-SOVIET MILITARY BALANCE WITH PARTICULAR STRESS ON 
SOVIET ROLE IN IRAQ AND SOMALIA AND GROWING SOVIET NAVY PRESENCE 
IN INDIAN OCEAN. GENERAL HUYSER ALSO NOTED THAT IRAN'S MILITARY 
MODERNIZATION PROMPTED BY COMMON BORDER WITH SOVIET UNION, NOT 
JUST IRANIAN ROLE IN GULF AND INDIAN OCEAN. 

4. IN EXPRESSING U.S. APPRECIATION FOR BAHRAIN’S LONG-STANDING 
HOSPITALITY TO MIDDLE EAST FORCE, GENERAL HUYSER NOTED WIDE 
REGIONAL IMPORTANCE OF MIDDLE EAST FORCE ROLE IN LIGHT OF 
SOVIET NAVAL PRESENCE IN INDIAN OCEAN AREA. GENERAL HUYSER 
MENTIONED BENEFIT TO AREA SECURITY WHICH CONTINUED U.S. NAVY 
PRESENCE IN AREA WOULD BRING AND INDICIATED U.S. NAVY'S USE 

OF BAHRAIN FACILITIES OBVIOUSLY FACILITATED PERFORMANCE OF THIS 
ROLE. AMIR IN RESPONSE FUMBLED A BIT, STATING PLEASURE WHICH 
BAHRAIN'S RELATIONSHIP WITH U.S. NAVY HAD GIVEN HIM AND HIS 
WISH THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO CONTINUE U.S. NAVY PRESENCE. 

HE THEN IMMEDIATELY COMMENTED ON UNCERTAIN AND TROUBLING 
PROSPECTS FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE. 

5. AMBASSADOR'S COMMENT: GENERAL HUYSER'S VISIT HERE WAS 
QUITE HELPFUL AND I BELIEVE SINCERELY APPRECIATED BY AMIR. 
EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION ON U.S.- SOVIET MILITARY BALANCE, 

WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON INDIAN OCEAN AREA, WAS ESPECIALLY 
USEFUL. IN MY VIEW, HE HIT EXACTLY THE RIGHT NOTE WITH AMIR 
IN REFERRING TO DESIRABILITY OF U.S. NAVY'S BEING ABLE TO 
CONTINUE USING FACILITIES IN BAHRAIN, BUT I DO NOT INTERPRET 
THE AMIR S EFFORT TO SAY THE "NICE THING" IN RESPONSE AS 
INDICATING IN ITSELF ANY CHANGE OR PROSPECT OF CHANGE IN 
GOB DECISION THAT MIDDLE EAST FORCE SHOULD TERMINATE BY 
MID- 1977. END COMMENT 
TWINAM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMED FORCES, BALANCE OF POWER, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 JAN 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MANAMA00061 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760021-0103 
From: MANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 39/aaaabifl.tel 

Line Count: 97 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 APR 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <13 AUG 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: : DEPCINCEUR VISIT TO BAHRAIN 

TAGS: MARR, PFOR, US, UR, BA, XF, (HUYSER, ROBERT E), (KHALIFA, ISA IBN SALMAN AL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



